IT is very pleasant to find a new book on human anatomy so interestingly written and so lavishly illustrated. The authors have deliberately set out to inform and stimulate the student at the start of a medical or dental career. They evidently delight in instructing the uninitiated, and even the more blase student will find items here wvhich stimulate and instruct. 1'he brief historical account of the subject and the sections illustr-ating manl's ancestry an(l p'ace in geological time are strategically placed at the beginning of the book. The reader is at once made aware of the larger implications of the study of anatomy. The beautiful illustrations of nerve networks should delight all readers, although it must be said that the emphasis on the finer details of nerve morphology is out of proportion to the treatment of other and equally stimulating subjects. Some illustrations have been reproduced, no doubt on purpose, more than once, but it is quite unnecessary to reproduce a simple line diagram of the nasopharynx three times in twenty-five pages. A little editing here is called for. A glossary and a good index add to the usefulness of the book. An excellent book for the student about to star t on the study of anatomy.
WV THIS book can be recommended to medical students as an introduction to operative surgery. It is a series of demonstrations of operative procedures ranging from such items as the care of syringes to specialised major operations. A team of surgeons and theatre sisters are the contributors, and the book is divided into sections, each dealing with a particular speciality. The descriptions are clear, concise and wvell illustrated. Possibly the most useful section is that on abdominal emergencies. Here there are well demonstrated cases such as the student sees at hospital emergency admissions. The section on endoscopic examinations is also very useful.
There might have been more attention pai(d to minor surgery and in the section on the limbs some mention of the hand would have been helpful. However, these are but minor criticisms of a very well-presented book which gives briefly and clearly the fundamental points of operative surgery. It should be a useful guide to both medical students, theatre sisters and nurses. R. P. S.
